
 

 

MINUTES OF YQNA MEETING #110 Tuesday May 12, 2026  

Zoom meeting 

Chaired by YQNA Co-Chair Ed Hore  

Zoom hosted by YQNA Co-Chair Neal Colgrass 

Full video here on YouTube 
 
 

1. Land Acknowledgment  
 
We acknowledge that the land on which we gather is the traditional territory of the 
Wendat, the Anishinaabeg, Haudenosaunee, Chippewa, and the Mississaugas of the 
Credit. We pay tribute to their legacy and the legacy of all First Peoples of Canada. 
Today the traditional meeting place of Toronto is still home to many Indigenous People 
from across Turtle Island, and we are grateful to have the opportunity to live and work in 
the communities that have grown in the treaty lands. 

2. Chris Glover – MPP 

• Chris discussed ongoing efforts to oppose the expansion of Billy Bishop Airport, 
including organizing town halls and press conferences with local leaders like Mayor 
Olivia Chow and Marit Stiles. 

• Marit Stiles wrote a letter to Prime Minister Mark Carney asking him to protect the 
city's role in managing the airport to make sure that local voices get heard.  

• Chris highlighted the implications of the Billy Bishop Act and Bill 5, which allow the 
provincial government to seize control of city land and not follow safety or environmental 
regulations. 

• Chris criticized the plan to add jets to the airport, citing safety concerns and 
unnecessary traffic congestion, especially given the recent $3 billion expansion of 
Pearson Airport. 

• Chris believed that the only reason for Ford’s Billy Bishop expansion was to benefit 
Wall Street: JP Morgan, through their subsidiary, Newport Aviation, bought the terminal 
for $750 million in 2015. Through the expansion, JP Morgan may be able to make a 
profit on their investment.  

• Chris thanked community members for their support and emphasized the need for 
continued activism. 



YQNA Minutes — Meeting #110 — Tuesday May 12, 2026      2 
                                                   

 

• Chris also mentioned that the Ford government has passed a spring budget which 
changes Freedom of Information laws. It includes provisions to let the premier and his 
cabinet ministers keep all their office records secret.  

• Sign up for Chris Glover’s newsletter here and contact him here. 

3. Chi Nguyen – MP 

• Chi acknowledged community concerns regarding Billy Bishop Airport, after more than 
1,200 respondents filled out her survey and she received more than 800 emails over the 
matter. She had also hosted a virtual town hall on April 28th and then had the 
subsequent conversation at Harbor Square.  

• Chi mentioned the importance of gathering community feedback and the need for 
independent expert analysis on the jets proposal, although she noted that the process 
for such analysis has not yet been established. She claimed that she personally is not a 
fan of Ford's approach, but as MP she did not provide a clear stance on the matter. She 
also mentioned that the Prime Minister had not spoken about it, either.  

• Chi shared that on April 28th, the federal government released the Spring Economic 
Update, projecting a smaller deficit, while maintaining important affordability supports for 
Canadians facing real financial pressures, including a new Canada Groceries and 
Essentials Benefit. New federal regulations also cap Non-Sufficient Funds (NSF) fees at 
$10 for personal accounts. Alongside this, banks have been mandated to expand 
access to low-cost and no-cost accounts. 

• The Government of Canada announced a renewed funding package totaling $42.5 
million over five years for the Harbourfront Centre in Toronto. 

4. Ausma Malik – Deputy Mayor and City Councillor 

• Ausma said the Premier’s undemocratic approach to forcibly take city land to expand 
the airport is absolutely unacceptable. She expressed her commitment to ensuring 
community voices are heard in decisions about the waterfront and airport, and 
highlighted City Council's opposition to the land grab and their commitment to exploring 
legal options to protect public spaces. In early May, she joined Bathurst Quay residents 
for a walk in Little Norway Park to oppose the provincial government’s Billy Bishop 
airport expansion. 

• The Amsterdam Bridge reopened in May 2026 after a five-year closure, following a 
$1.2 million structural restoration.  

• Ausma acknowledged some residents’ concerns about the lack of public consultation 
regarding the designation of Hanlan’s Point Beach as clothing optional. She also 
mentioned ongoing efforts to develop a safety action plan. 
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• With the World Cup approaching, Ausma promised to ensure that residents are 
informed about transit enhancements and community events. Public meetings are 
scheduled to engage local neighborhoods. 

• Sign up for Ausma Malik’s newsletter here. 

5. David Crombie – the 56th Mayor of Toronto from 1972 to 1978 

•  David made a short speech on the vision of the Toronto Waterfront and emphasized 
the historical collaboration among government levels for waterfront development, 
stressing the need to maintain a balance of uses, which has been the fundamental 
principle of city planning. 

•  He criticized the provincial government's unilateral airport expansion, which upends 
this balance and the shared vision for the waterfront, and urged the residents to light a 
fire, forcing the federal government to take a clear legal and political stand on the 
proposal.  

6. Norm Di Pasquale – NoJetsTO Chair 

•  Norm provided an overview of the NoJetsTO campaign, highlighting their opposition 
to the airport expansion and support for the tripartite agreement. They have gathered 
29,000 petitions against the expansion, reflecting strong community engagement. He 
noted the historical context of previous victories against airport expansion and the 
current threat posed by Premier Ford's legislation.  

● What is NoJetsTO? It is a nonpartisan coalition, striving to protect the existing 
tripartite agreement between the City, Toronto Port Authority, and federal 
government. It opposes expansion of the Island Airport and supports the mixed-
use vision of Waterfront Toronto. It is not opposed to the current island airport. 
 

● The City entered into the Tripartite Agreement in 1983. For 42 years, the City has 
shown itself to be a capable steward of this island airport, including killing the jets 
proposal in 2013.  

● If jets are allowed: People will be looking at a Pearson Airport on the lake with 
jets taking off and landing every 2.5 minutes. Jet blasts up to 190 kilometers an 
hour. There's fast-moving wind that comes out of this, accompanied by noxious 
fumes emitted by the blast. Runway approach lighting might go all the way to the 
Queens Quay terminal. No tall buildings will be allowed in certain areas nearby. 
Traffic will get worse around the airport by up to 450%. Millions of birds that go 
over this area will be in danger. 
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● Where is the business case? Passenger volumes have been dropping at Billy 
Bishop Airport. We have a high-speed train coming online, which is known to cut 
down flights.  

● Where do the Federal Parties stand on jets at the Island Airport? The Green 
Party and the NDP oppose Jets at the Island Airport. The Conservatives are in 
favor. The Liberals are unclear. We have to change them from a question mark 
to a no-jets checkmark, by engaging with the MPs and participating in upcoming 
protests and discussions to voice the opposition to the airport expansion. 

● See his detailed presentation here. 
 

      6. Hal Beck – Licensed professional engineer working in the land development 
consulting field 

•  Hal raised concerns about noise pollution and the lack of qualified engineers to 
assess noise reports related to the airport expansion. He criticized the reliance on 
outdated and unverified data in environmental assessments. The 2025 RESA 
environmental assessment does not meet the requirements of the City of Toronto. (See 
Hal’s analysis of it here.) 

•  He explained that noise standards cap total noise, meaning an increase in flights 
could occur without exceeding noise limits if quieter aircraft are used, but it is highly 
likely that noise levels will worsen with more jets and flights. 

 

     7. Morganne Campbell – Communication Lead of Harbourfront Centre 

• Morganne confirmed that over $40 million in federal funding was secured for 
improvements and programming over the next five years for Harbourfront Centre. 

• She shared excitement about upcoming summer events, including Canada Soccer 
House for FIFA, and various community-focused activities. 

• Canada Soccer House will be a free public fan destination on Toronto's waterfront, 
with the southwest portion of the campus serving as a large-scale celebration space. 
Fans will enjoy live match screenings, entertainment, food, partner activations, and 
programming. Multiple matches will be shown in the concert theatre and on screens in 
the community square.  

• Morganne mentioned that a thoughtful search for a long-term Harbourfront Centre 
CEO is ongoing. 
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• Check out Harbourfront Centre’s website here.  

 

    8. Neal Colgrass – Co-chair 

• Neal reported YQNA’s current balance ended with $1,900, which was quite healthy.  
He suggested people donate to YQNA by clicking on the “Make a Donation” button at 
the YQNA website. 

 

The next meeting will be September 14 at the Radisson Blu hotel. 

 


