
MINUTES OF YQNA MEETING #92 Tuesday November 15, 2022 
On-line Via ZOOM due to COVID-19 Pandemic (approximately 75  participants)  
Hosted by Neal Colgrass, Chief Technical Officer  
Chaired by Angelo Bertolas, Co-chair  
 

1. Angelo Bertolas – Meeting Chair 
Angelo welcomed participants to the YQNA’s regular bi-monthly meeting and the organizations 
AGM. 
 

2. Land Acknowledgement 
We acknowledge that the land on which we gather is the traditional territory of the Wendat, the 
Anishinaabeg, Haudenosaunee, Chippewa, and the Mississaugas of the Credit.  We pay tribute to 
their legacy and the legacy of all First Peoples of Canada.  Today the traditional meeting place of 
Toronto is still home to many Indigenous People from across Turtle Island, and we are grateful to 
have the opportunity to live and work in the communities that have grown in the treaty lands. 
 

3. Provincial Update - Chris Glover 
Bill 28 – Keeping Students in Class 
The bill proposed to impose a 4-year contract on the 55,000 custodians, secretaries, educational 
assistants, special needs assistants and technicians who are public education workers  
Lawmakers voted unanimously to repeal Bill 28 on November 12, 2022 
 

Bill 23 – Build More Homes Faster Act  
Written deputations can be submitted at https://www.ola.org/en/apply-committees   
This is a sweeping bill that affects the housing and building sector, renters, conservation authorities, 
education development charges, municipal budgets, consumer protections and more.  
 

Implications 

• Increased Risk of Tenant Eviction. The government is giving itself permission to ban and restrict 
city rules that require developers to return a tenant to their rent-controlled apartment after 
construction of the new bigger condo is complete.  

• Less Protection for the Environment. The government is reducing the capacity and power of 
conservation authorities to protect our environment and help ensure we build in a safe and 
sustainable way. This will make it much easier for developers to build suburban sprawl on 
farmland, wetlands, and fields. Building suburban sprawl is expensive for municipalities as it 
costs more to provide services to new developments, and it will lock us into unsustainable 
transportation patterns. 

• Zoning Rules. This bill allows up to three homes on a property in all neighbourhoods across 
Ontario – provided the square footage of the building remains the same and the height abides by 
the local municipalities’ rules. This is a good move because it will increase density in existing 
neighbourhoods. The government is also mandating that municipalities have one year to update 
zoning bylaws to reflect official plan policies concerning a major transit station area, ensuring 
that developments may proceed “as-of-right” instead of requiring a rezoning application. 

• Development Fees. Development fees are exempt for a second and third unit on a residential 
property for developments that are built by non-profits and co-ops, and for housing that is 
affordable. The government’s weak definition of affordable housing are units that are rented out 
at 80% of average market rent for 25 years or more, or sold at 80% of the average sale price. 
At today's rates for Toronto, that works out to a bachelor apartment renting for $980, a one-
bedroom for $1157, and a two-bedroom for $1362. 
There are also development fee reductions for purpose-built rental apartments that are not 
protected by rent control – 15% for a one-bedroom apartment, and 25% for a three-bedroom 
apartment. Development fee reductions to build truly affordable housing is a measure we 
support, but not development fee reductions for luxury rentals exempt from rent-control.  

https://www.ola.org/en/apply-committees
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/community-partners/social-housing-providers/affordable-housing-operators/current-city-of-toronto-average-market-rents-and-utility-allowances/
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There has been no commitment by this government to help municipalities cover the massive cut 
in revenue they will now face, which will now need to be addressed by cutting services or raising 
property taxes.  

• Third-party Appeals to Ontario Lands Tribunal Eliminated. The municipality and the applicant, 
usually a developer, can appeal. Third parties – such as residents or environmental groups – 
can’t appeal, unless an adjudicator gives them specific permission to do so. An adjudicator can 
also order the losing party to pay costs. 

 

Status of the Bill 
Bill 23 passed second reading and is moving to the Standing Committee on Heritage, Infrastructure 
and Cultural Policy. You are able to submit a public comment and/or request to speak at the 
committee.   
 

Hovercraft Niagara to Toronto  
North America's first-ever rapid transit hovercraft set to launch in the summer of 2023 will connect 
Toronto and the Niagara Region in 30 mins.  Hoverlink Ontario says approvals are in place to land 
its hovercrafts at Ontario Place in Toronto and Port Weller in St. Catharines. 
 

Other 

• ‘Bird Safe’ windows must be part of the building code 

• Christmas Activities in Toronto and other opportunities to enjoy the city are listed on Chris’ 
website https://www.chrisglovermpp.ca/fun_things_to_do 

• Contribute to Chris Kringle – toy initiative to support Toronto families in need.  Reach out to Chris 
if you would like to contribute CGlover-QP@ndp.on.ca <cglover-qp@ndp.on.ca> 

• Health Care Town Hall – November 16th at 7 p.m. 
 

4. City Councillor – Ausma Malik 
Incoming Councillor Ausma Malik committed to prioritizing the following projects. 

• East LRT 

• Parks 

• Ontario Place – public, accessible and green  

• Affordable Housing – Quayside, making sure that community infrastructure is coming along with 
development 

• Future of the Island Airport.  We can’t lose sight of the tri-partite agreement.  We need to ensure 
that we have a democratic and transparent process with regard to the future of the airport. 
Runway extensions needs will force considerations on the future of the airport 

 

 Of note, Tom Davidson and Bushra Mir, long-standing advocates for the neighbourhood, have 
transitioned to Ausma Malik’s Ward 10 office.  
 

Comment -YQNA expressed their hope that with the new council, there will be opportunities to 
accelerate important projects like Rees St. Park. 
 
5. Tim Grant 
Tim Grant is the publisher of Green Teacher Magazine and has run in one federal and three 
provincial elections in the Toronto riding of University-Rosedale. He is a strong advocate of city 
charters, which provide greater decision-making and fundraising powers for large municipalities. Tim 
sits on the Board of Charter Cities Toronto, is a founding member of Energy Educators of Ontario, 
the Ontario Environment Network, and Environmental Education Ontario. 
 

Four Pillars of Charter City 
1. Toronto city council should have greater authority over purely local decisions and greater 

flexibility to act without provincial permission. 
2. Toronto needs access to a wider range of city-controlled revenue sources, to reduce 

dependence on other levels of government. 
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3. Toronto should have a City Charter that outlines city authority and protects it from provincial 
override. 

4. A City Charter should be constitutionally protected through a single-province (Section 34) 
amendment to the Canadian Constitution. 

 

City Charters Are Not a New Idea 

• City Charters, which give cities strong inherent powers, are common in Europe and the US, 
with over a hundred in California alone. 

• These charters set out city authority, including taxation powers. 

• Some Canadian cities have what are commonly referred to as City Charters, including 
Vancouver, Calgary, Edmonton, Winnipeg, Saint John and others. These Canadian 
"charters" are provincial legislation which can be unilaterally amended or revoked by the 
province. 

• The Charter City initiative is proposing a constitutionally protected City Charter that can only 
be amended with the consent of the city. 

 

Single Province Amendments are Common 

• There have been eight Section 43 amendments since the Constitution was repatriated from 
England in 1982. 

• Quebec and Newfoundland used them to establish secular school systems.  New Brunswick, 
to establish equality between its French and English-speaking populations. Prince Edward 
Island, to build the Confederation Bridge. 

• Under Section 43 of the Constitution, such amendments need only the approval of the 
provincial legislature and the federal parliament in order to come into effect. 

• This makes them easier to achieve than amendments covering the country as a whole, 
which require the consent of at least seven provinces that have 50 per cent of Canada's 
population. 

 

How a Charter Protects the City 
Once the basic rules of governing a city are laid out and adopted in a City Charter, constitutional 
protection means those rules can only be changed if the city consents.  If Toronto had a City Charter 
in 2018, the Ford government would not have been able to unilaterally reduce city council and 
revoke Toronto's powers of governance against the will of the city.  Nor could the province 
unilaterally change the rules for amending the Charter.  That would require the agreement of the 
federal parliament. No rules are fireproof, but the ones proposed would afford solid protection for the 
city. 
 

Funding a Charter City 
Amongst other sources of funding, a sales tax could raise $2.5 billion for GTHA cities.  A 2019 study 
by the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives revealed that: 

• A 2% sales tax would raise $2.5 billion and 1% $1.3 billion.  Toronto would earn $1billion or 
$500million respectively 

• A sales tax is more progressive than a share of income taxes and can be implemented in a 
way that protects low-income residents. 

 

Potential Support for Charter Cities at City Hall 
Of the 25 councillors who will serve for the next four years, eight expressly 
voiced their support for the Charter City project in our election survey.  
 

Alejandra Bravo • Davenport • Ward 9 
Ausma Malik • Spadina Fort York • Ward 10 
Dianne Saxe • University Rosedale • Ward 11 
Josh Matlow • St Paul’s • Ward 12 
Chris Moise • Toronto Centre • Ward 13 
Paula Fletcher • Toronto Danforth • Ward 14 

https://www.chartercitytoronto.ca/survey-responses.html
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Shelley Carroll • Don Valley North • Ward 17 
Jamaal Myers • Scarborough North • Ward 23 

 
Five other councillors have consistently voted to support the Charter City concept through motions 
presented by Councillor Matlow in 2018, 2019 and 2020. 

 
Anthony Peruzza • Humber River Black Creek • Ward 7 
Paul Ainslie • Scarborough Guildwood • Ward 24 
Mike Colle • Eglinton Lawrence • Ward 8 
Brad Bradford • Beaches East York • Ward 19 
Jaye Robinson • Don Valley West • Ward 15 
 

Tim indicated that there is widespread, underlying support for empowering Toronto and Ontario’s big 
cities.  
 

Previous Successes 

• In 2020 and 2021, meetings were held with groups of supportive councillors in Kingston, Ottawa, 
Hamilton, London and Brampton 

• 2021 persuaded the Green Party of Ontario to adopt a policy in support of charter city status for 
any Ontario city that requested it 

• 2022, Ontario NDP adopted a similar policy and included it in their election platforms.  Some key 
liberal support is emerging. 

 
 

6. Harbourfront – Jeff Tates, CMO 
Torque Contemporary Dance  
Torque presented performances from the UK, South Africa, Quebec, Six Nations of the Grand River 
and Toronto. 
 
The Ballad of Johnny Longstaff – a ‘musical adventure’ that enjoyed its North American premiered 
at Harbourfront. 
 
Festival of Cool – December 8 – 18, wraps up Harbourfront Centre’s year-long cultural initiative, 
Nordic Bridges.  Festival of Cool will feature 10 days of programming that focuses on theatre, visual 
art, music and community. 
 

245 Queens Quay Building 
Opportunities to attract a new tenant are being pursued 
 

Lavazza Building 
Renovations for the interior are complete.  Harbourfront is looking for a longe term tenant 
 

Amsterdan Bridge   
Active discussions are underway regarding funding. 
 

Other 
The tree canopy is suffering on the property.  Construction and active use of the site is compressing 
the root structure.  There is a plan to replace affected trees. 
 
Comment – Are the two large containers currently on the Common permanent?  Jeff said that he 
would look into it, but he felt it was unlikely that they were permanent. 
 

7. Hal Beck – Billy Bishop Liaison Committee 
Billy Bishop Airport Bomb Threat 
On Saturday October 22, 2022, Police were called to Billy Bishop Airport, before 4 pm, to investigate 
a suspicious package. Television news reports passed along this minimal information, with no 
additional details, for several hours. Residential buildings near the ferry terminal were evacuated, 

https://www.chartercitytoronto.ca/HOW-THEY-VOTED.html
https://www.chartercitytoronto.ca/HOW-THEY-VOTED.html
http://www.chartercitytoronto.ca/polls.html
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and people were not allowed to return home until after midnight. The neighborhood was locked down 
with police tape, which blocked all entrance and exit for pedestrians and traffic. The airport stopped 
operations and flights were diverted to Hamilton. Police snipers with rifles patrolled the area from 
rooftops.  
 

There was no emergency plan for community consultation or information sharing. Residents were 
given no information about when the police operation would end, the alleged bomb turned out to be 
an electric bicycle with two batteries attached to it parked outside the ferry terminal on the city side.  
 

The Bathurst Quay neighborhood wants to discuss with police and airport security how this kind of 
problem can be better managed in the future. Lessons learned from this experience can help ensure 
that future emergencies are handled more professionally, and with attention to the needs of people 
who are affected by unrestrained police actions.  
A meeting will be co-hosted with the York Quay Neighbourhood Association and Toronto Island 
Community Association on December 1st at the Waterfront Community Centre. Everyone is invited. 
More information about the incident and a backgrounder is available at https://www.bqna.ca/ 
 

Noise Management 
Hal Beck continues to work with Ports Toronto on its noise management committee.  The latest 
report is relevant: 
 

https://www.portstoronto.com/getattachment/Airport/Business/Noise-Management/Noise-
Management-Program/Billy-Bishop-Airport-Annual-Noise-Management-Report-
2021_EN.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US 
 

Ports Toronto - New CEO – RJ Steenstra 
Roelof-Jan (RJ) Steenstra comes to PortsToronto from Fort McMurray Airport Authority where he 
has served as President and Chief Executive Officer since 2016. He is also currently the Chair of the 
Policy Board of the Canadian Airports Council (CAC), and a Director on Airports Council 
International – North America (ACI-NA) Executive Committee. Mr. Steenstra steps into the role 
previously held by Geoffrey Wilson, who announced his retirement in February of this year. 
 

Public Opinion Survey 
A 15-minute telephone survey was conducted from May 5th - June 8th, 2022, among a random and 
representative sample of N=1,225 residents aged 18 years and older.  The purpose of the survey 
was to assess usage and attitudes towards Billy Bishop airport. 
 

The following are the key insights recorded in the report: 
1. Approximately two in three Toronto residents are familiar with the Billy Bishop Toronto City 

Airport. Overall familiarity with the airport has dropped ten percentage points since the 2018 
survey (from 73% to 63%); however, current levels of familiarity are in line with 2016 survey 
results showing a slight fluctuation in familiarity over time.  

2. Two in five residents have flown from BBTCA in the past. Those who have previously flown 
from Billy Bishop Airport are more likely to include residents of Old Toronto, York/East York, 
and the Waterfront, and likely to be in the 35-49 age group.  

3. Seven in ten Torontonians express favourable opinions of BBTCA, with York/East York and 
Old Toronto residents most likely to express favourable opinions. Favourability is linked to the 
airport’s overall convenience in location.  

4. Of those who have previously flown from BBTCA, an overwhelming majority say they had a 
positive experience with the airport. Over nine in ten residents who have flown from Billy 
Bishop Airport report a positive experience, with six in ten citing that the ‘Airport is 
“convenient and easy to access.”  

5. The top reasons residents have not flown from Billy Bishop Airport include the inability to 
access certain destinations, not being a frequent flyer, and believing other airports provide 
more convenience.  

6. Consistent with previous years, users of Billy Bishop Airport primarily report flying for leisure, 
rather than for business. While seven in ten say they fly from Billy Bishop Airport for leisure 
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trips, three in ten say they fly for business. Residents who fly from Billy Bishop Airport also 
articulate that their post-pandemic travel from the airport will likely be for personal/pleasure 
trips.  

7. A plurality of Torontonians agrees with statements that Billy Bishop Airport’s location “makes 
sense,” and that the airport is a valuable asset to the city for business/the economy, tourism 
and healthcare. A majority of residents (71%-87%) agree with statements provided in the 
survey that speak to the airport’s positive impact on the city’s ability to provide jobs, to 
facilitate business both domestically and abroad, to boost tourism, and to provide support for 
health care. Agreement with these impact statements coincide with the largely favourable 
opinions of Billy Bishop Airport found earlier in the survey.  

8. Toronto residents say the Billy Bishop Airport’s environmental impact is important to them, 
with widespread support for ‘green’ initiatives. Nearly nine in ten Toronto residents (86%) 
articulate it is important to them that measures are taken by the Billy Bishop Airport to reduce 
environmental impact, with the same amount in favour of the introduction of new aircrafts that 
are quieter and better for the environment.  

 

Hal Beck hypothesized that one of the key interest areas from the report would likely be the interest 
in extending the number of destinations and by inference the number of slots at Billy Bishop. 
 

The completer survey results will be posted on the Ports Toronto website. 
https://www.portstoronto.com/portstoronto/accountability/reports-and-publications.aspx 
 

8. Tim Kokur – Waterfront BIA 
Amongst the many activities sponsored and supported by the Waterfront BIA 
https://www.waterfrontbia.com/ the following events were highlighted: 

• New Year’s Eve at the Waterfront  

• The Sugar Shack in March 
 

The BIA is also continuing to support: 

• The painting of the Bell Boxes 

• Attaining new dock space 

• The expansion of the Waterfront LRT  
 
Clean Streets Program 
The Waterfront BIA takes pride in its cleaning programs, including the Clean Streets Team staff who 
work each week to keep the area as presentable as possible for visitors. The Clean Streets Team 
oversees garbage removal, reporting of overflowing garbage bins, and the removal of graffiti, 
posters, wedding and addressing other on-street issues as they arise. There is daily coverage 
throughout the BIA’s boundaries during the warmer seasons and two days per week as the weather 
gets colder. 
The Clean Streets Team is made possible by a tremendous partnership between the Waterfront BIA 
and Progress Place,  a mental health community centre dedicated to improving the lives of people 
living with mental illness. Unemployment rates are as high as 70-90% for people living with the most 
severe mental illnesses. Progress Place helps improve the employment status of people living with 
mental illness and we are extremely proud of our Cleans Streets Team and their hard work to help 
keep the neighbourhood desirable and clean. 
 

 
9. Annual General Meeting – chaired by Ed Hore, Planning Committee YQNA 

Election of the YQNA Executive  
• Co-Chair – Angelo Bertolas 
• Chief Technical Officer – Neil Colgrass 
• Treasurer – Carolyn Johnson 
• Secretary – Mary Hirst   
• Billy Bishop Liaison Committee – Hal Beck 

https://www.waterfrontbia.com/
https://www.progressplace.org/?gclid=Cj0KCQiA_8OPBhDtARIsAKQu0gagLHAV5mPwORayL7WNo9oRdwmDJB-2eXAsGGQ5XwU3vAwuVvh3NwEaAmx3EALw_wcB#tab2
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• Police Liaison Committee – Mary Hirst 
• Planning Committee - Directed by the Board 

 
10. Carolyn Johnson – Treasurers Report 

 

York Quay Neighbourhood Association Treasurer’s Report November 2022 
 

Opening Balance October 31, 2022 $1353.26 

Closing Balance October 31, 2022 $2689.68 

Net increase $1336.08 

 

Income from Donations $3513.61 

Expenses $2177.22 

 

Noteworthy Payments  

Zoom and Protonmail $551.77 

Website Maintenance $244.43 

New website $1131.12 

Donations to FoSTRA ($25.00) 

 
Next Meeting January 10, 2023 


