
MINUTES OF YQNA MEETING #91 Tuesday September 13, 2022 
On-line Via ZOOM due to COVID-19 Pandemic (approximately 70 participants)  
Hosted by Neal Colgrass, Chief Technical Officer  
Chaired by Angelo Bertolas, Co-chair  
 

1. Angelo introduced the meeting, acknowledging the loss of Andrew Wong, a 22-year veteran of 
the Toronto police force, who had been shot in a random attack earlier in the day. 
 
2. Neal welcomed the participants and outlined the technical details of the Zoom event. All were 
muted except the chair and current speaker. Questions were posed by typing in the chat box or 
using the “raise your hand” key.  
 
3. Land Acknowledgement 
We acknowledge that the land on which we gather is the traditional territory of the Wendat, the 
Anishinaabeg, Haudenosaunee, Chippewa, and the Mississaugas of the Credit.  We pay tribute to 
their legacy and the legacy of all First Peoples of Canada.  Today the traditional meeting place of 
Toronto is still home to many Indigenous People from across Turtle Island, and we are grateful to 
have the opportunity to work in the communities that have grown in the treaty lands. 

 
4. City Councillor - Joe Mihevic – Interim Counsellor until mid-December 
 

Public Health 
The province now has the bivalent booster doses for residents who are: 

• Indigenous populations and individuals aged 70 and over. 
• residents of long-term care homes, retirement homes, Elder Care Lodges and individuals 

living in other congregate settings that provide assisted-living and health services. 
• First Nation, Inuit and Métis individuals and their non-Indigenous household members aged 

18 and over. 
• moderately to severely immunocompromised individuals aged 12 and over. 
• pregnant individuals aged 18 and over; and 
• health care workers aged 18 and over. 

A surge in cases of COVID are predicted in the Fall / Winter especially among people who have only 
had 2 doses.  Toronto.ca webinars are being conducted by professionals on September 14th at 4:00  
 

East Waterfront LRT 
The plan has been on the books since the David Miller years. The cost has grown to $2 billion.  
The Union Station to Queens Quay line will be 50% of the cost. 
 

The proposed 30% design and business case was presented to City Council in July, to facilitate 
the City’s ability to secure the required intergovernmental funding.  A proposal is before City 
Council is to achieve 60% funding by mid-2023. 
 

There is a debate as to phasing.  One side is looking at funding the complete project at the 
outset.  Another option under consideration is to fund the east/west link and then north/south 
link as two sequenced projects. 
 

Neighbourhoods, including East Bayfront, the Portlands, Quayside and the West Don Lands, 
have been built based on the assumption that transit will be available.  
 

Harbour Castle Hotel / Convention Centre 
The City is the owner of a freehold parcel of leased land where the Harbour Castle Convention 
Centre is currently located.  The existing tenant of the property has come forward with a 
proposal to redevelop the property on the basis that the City would agree to a long-term lease 
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extension. The current lease has about 10 years remaining in the term and the tenant has 
control of the land and the property until expiry of the lease. The question is whether there are 
other options available to redevelop the property rather than dealing only with the existing 
tenant, such as issuing an open Request for Proposals to other Developers.  The project is 
currently under review. 
 

Love Park 
The park will be opened in the spring of 2023. 
 

Downs Street Naming Ceremony 
Joe Mihevic hosted a street-naming ceremony recognizing the history and contribution of the 
Downes family to Toronto, alongside representatives from Menkes, the Ontario Black History 
Society, Dr. Sheldon Taylor, and many community members. 
 

Arthur Downes attended the ceremony.  He was born in Toronto in 1927 and is a retired Justice 
of the Peace with a vast history of being heavily involved with community development and 
sustainability. Mr. Downes is the recipient of numerous awards including the 2020 Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the Black History Society. 
 

The brand-new street runs east / west between Cooper and New Street.   
 

Line 5 – Eglinton Cross-Town 
Metrolinx expected the line to be substantially complete by September 2022, but that it would 
not open to the public until several months later, possibly in 2023.  
 

Rees Park 
Joe Mihevic is advocating for the start of Rees Ridge park. The design has been approved. A 

new Stakeholder Advisory Committee has been formed and additional public consultation was 
to have been scheduled in the summer of 2022. 
 
5. Provincial Update - Chris Glover 
 

School is Back 
The NDP is pushing the province to support students in their effort to recover the learning that 
was lost during the pandemic. 
 

School board trustees have provided an update on their back-to-school plans. The TDSB and 
TCDSB are working hard to ensure the health and safety of all students this fall. They continue 
to take direction from Toronto Public Health and the provincial government ensuring they are 
providing the most up-to-date information as soon as possible.  
 

Tributes to Queen Elizabeth 
In response to the passing of Queen Elizabeth II, the Legislative Building set up several tributes 

in her honour including an online photo gallery of the Queen’s visits to the legislative assembly 
throughout the years. 

Books of condolence were made available for those who wished to extend their sympathies to 
the Royal Family in the main lobby of the Legislative Building.  The  online version, can be 

accessed at digital book. 

https://www.ola.org/en/visit-learn/parliament-government/commemorating-her-majesty-queen-elizabeth-ii
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canada.ca%2Fen%2Fcanadian-heritage%2Fcommemoration-her-majesty-the-queen%2Fbook.html&data=05%7C01%7CCGlover-CO%40ndp.on.ca%7C1fb0965701cf4bdc079808da9369c0c9%7C6b9fd2ec77a64ae0822a6bb9108fb274%7C0%7C0%7C637984379691689756%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jYev1VAkU78Z1LgacAUpF9xOq8FIw97TMEqdytMZyJA%3D&reserved=0
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The service itself was available via Podcast or viewable on Channel 105 on Rogers.  The 
Member’s Gallery was available on a first come, first served basis. 
 
Tributes to Officer Andrew Hong 
A tribute to Officer Andrew Hong was held in Liberty Village at 9 Hanna Ave.  Hong, 48, was one 
of 3 victims killed in a shooter's rampage on Sept. 12, 2022.  
 

Shooting and violence is an issue that the government must deal with.  Mitzi Hunter brought a 
bill forward in December 2021 to deal with gun violence which did not pass.  
 

The Safe and Healthy Communities Act (Addressing Gun Violence) 2021 proposed hospital-
based and community-based violence intervention programs. If passed, the Bill would have: 

• Declared gun violence as a public health issue. 
• Allowed for counselling services for survivors of gun violence to be covered by OHIP 
• Allowed Boards of Health to develop programs and services for reducing gun violence 

  
Ontario Place 
Privatization of Ontario Place, the sale of public assets and cuts to services have replaced the 
provincial governments commitment to the Ontario community.  Leasing out Ontario Place to 
corporations from outside the province means that we lose the opportunity to begin rebuilding 
a united Ontario with Ontario innovators.  
 
Waterfront LRT 
The Opposition is pushing for Provincial funding.   
 

The Hatch Study found that a faster development scenario, including the completion of the 
Waterfront East LRT by 2025, generates significant benefits, including: 

• 25,000 residential units for up to 67,000 people along the corridor – the equivalent of 
more than two Liberty Village areas. 

• 132,000 jobs in 19 million sq. ft. of office space along the corridor – the equivalent of 
seven First Canadian Places. 

• $22.8 billion in additional tax revenue to the municipal, provincial and federal 
governments over the following 20 years after LRT completion. 

• 100 million person-hours saved from commute durations. 

• 44% decrease in automobile use by incoming workers and residents. 

• 15% increase in public transit use by incoming workers and residents. 
 
Elections Canada Redistribution Map  
For those interested in learning more and providing feedback on the Federal Electoral Districts 
Redistribution, you can do so at: 
https://redecoupage-redistribution2022.ca/com/on/phrg/index_e.aspx  
 

Sept. 25, 2022 is the deadline to file a request to make a representation to the Commission. 
There are also a few virtual hearings, including one in Toronto scheduled for Sept. 29th, and in 
person at Toronto Reference Library on Oct. 19. 
Click here for more information. 

https://redecoupage-redistribution-2022.ca/com/on/phrg/index_e.aspx
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Elections Canada Map Link https://redecoupage-redistribution-
2022.ca/ebv/en/?fbclid=IwAR1rilsZY8OotMMFv02T3E5pFVhELaNfqH_bG0a5g2y9O97cUN7JFq8
FGu8&locale=en-ca&prov=on 
 
Bill G7 
The Ontario government passed Bill G7, More Beds, Better Care Act, on Wednesday, August 
31st. The bill gives the government the power to begin the process of moving patients out of 
hospitals into Long-Term Care (LTC) homes without their consent. In fact, much of the three-
page bill is a list of actions the government can take without the patient’s consent.  
 

The Premier has stated that those who refuse to move can be charged for their hospital bed 
with fees often ranging over $1,000/day. The government decided not to send the bill to 
committee ensuring no public feedback was gathered before it was passed. The government 
stated that bypassing the committee was justified due to the urgent need to free up acute care 
beds in hospitals. The Opposition says this bill will force seniors into possibly living in some of 
the for-profit LTC homes where horrific cases of abuse were reported by the Armed 
Forces during the pandemic. Hospital patients did not create this crisis, decades of 
underfunding and the wage cap on nurses, which the Ontario government passed (Bill 124), did. 
The Opposition said Ford is ignoring solutions that could improve health care including: 

1. Repealing Bill 124, which caps wage increases for healthcare workers at 1%. 
2. Addressing workplace violence in health care settings. 
3. Providing mental health supports to health care workers. 
4. Hiring tens of thousands of the most qualified internationally educated doctors and 

nurses. 

Strong Mayors Bill 
Bill G3 has been called the Strong Mayors bill. The bill gives the Mayors of Toronto and Ottawa 
greater powers over the budget and committees and gives them veto powers over council 
motions that interfere with “provincial priorities”. It has been criticized for nullifying the power 
of local councillors and giving absolute power to the Mayor who can govern the city with the 
approval of only 1/3rd of the city council, instead of 50% of council as is currently the case.  
It has also been criticized for the veto power associated with provincial priorities. 
 
6. Federal Update - Kevin Vuong 
 

Canada Summer Jobs provided 500 jobs to youth that impact our local community.  Able Sail 
was one of the recipients. Canada Summer Jobs provides wage subsidies to employers from 
not-for-profit organizations, the public sector, and private sector organizations with 50 or fewer 
full-time employees, to create quality summer work experiences for young people aged 15 to 
30 years. 

Spadina-Fort York has received $78million in federal funding this year, mostly for small 
businesses. 
 

  

https://redecoupage-redistribution-2022.ca/ebv/en/?fbclid=IwAR1rilsZY8OotMMFv02T3E5pFVhELaNfqH_bG0a5g2y9O97cUN7JFq8FGu8&locale=en-ca&prov=on
https://redecoupage-redistribution-2022.ca/ebv/en/?fbclid=IwAR1rilsZY8OotMMFv02T3E5pFVhELaNfqH_bG0a5g2y9O97cUN7JFq8FGu8&locale=en-ca&prov=on
https://redecoupage-redistribution-2022.ca/ebv/en/?fbclid=IwAR1rilsZY8OotMMFv02T3E5pFVhELaNfqH_bG0a5g2y9O97cUN7JFq8FGu8&locale=en-ca&prov=on
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/bill-7-passes-ontario-long-term-care-1.6568125
https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/military-report-details-horrifying-conditions-at-two-toronto-long-term-care-homes-1.5422006
https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/military-report-details-horrifying-conditions-at-two-toronto-long-term-care-homes-1.5422006
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-43/session-1/bill-3
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Queens Funeral 
Andrew spoke in Ottawa at the commemorative service for the Queen.  He encouraged people 
to share their stories with him prior to the event. 
 

Kevin Vuong’s Office is there to Support the Community 

• 2500 people have reached out, and 1117 request re immigration and passports have 
been dealt with.  Average response time is 3.34 hours 

 

In closing, Kevin noted that gun violence will be managed by not allowing guns to get onto our 
streets in the first place.  There is a need to deal with root causes of violence,  
 
Ken Greenberg, 
Ken Greenberg is an urban designer, teacher, writer, former Director of Urban Design and 
Architecture for the City of Toronto and Principal of Greenberg Consultants. 
 

YQNA invited Ken Greenberg to present the threats to Ontario Place. Here is his gripping 
presentation, Sept. 13, 2022. He urges the people of Toronto to join the growing protest against 
the commercialization of Ontario Place. It requires action from people like us, so join the 
campaign spearheaded by the citizen’s group Ontario Place for All 
at https://ontarioplaceforall.com to see the multiple ways you can participate. 

The following article authored by Ken Greenberg for the Toronto Star on September 6, 2021, 
captures the important arguments and insights that he shared. 

The province’s plan for Ontario Place starts from two profoundly flawed premises. The first is 
that it is a wasteland that needs to be resuscitated by radical surgery. The second is that the 
only way to do that is to largely turn it over to the private sector. 

Ontario Place was, and still is, first and foremost a park. That is how it was conceived by its 
creators, architect Eberhard Zeidler and Michael Hough in 1970 and how it has remained, 
despite decades of wilful neglect. This reality has been hidden in plain sight all along and had 
the public been consulted that would have been clear.  

Mayor John Tory recognized it in his 2012 report describing it as “an iconic public park that will 
reconnect Ontarians to the waterfront.” If further proof were needed, Ontario Place has been 
wonderfully and intensively used by the over a million members of the public during COVID-19 
for all manner of informal activities, from cycling, strolling picnicking, swimming and fishing, all 
with virtually no programming. It can be described as a lifesaver. 

Fifty years on, what is needed is a skilful reimagining of Ontario Place in keeping with the spirit 
of optimism and innovative design that gave rise to it from Zeidler’s iconic pods and Cinesphere 
recognized as world heritage sites, Hough’s ecologically inspired island landscapes and Eric 
McMillan’s memorable Children’s Village — all interwoven in a unique and welcoming park 
setting. There is no conservation management plan.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rEs60vaqg3o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rEs60vaqg3o
https://ontarioplaceforall.com/
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What we got instead are three discrete, imported private attractions behind expensive 
paywalls. A 450,000 square foot spa; a sophisticated, themed recreation complex; and an 
expanded concert venue together occupy two-thirds of the 155-acre site.  

Each appears in isolation. In a sense the “plan” is too small and unambitious in its scope. What 
is missing from the province’s vision is what happens to the in between spaces, continuing the 
brilliant transformation that started with Trillium Park by extending that quality of landscape 
over the entire site. Also missing, beyond vague words, are meaningful connections to the 195 
acres of Exhibition Place, a vast publicly owned untapped resource just across Lake Shore Blvd. 
W. 

A truly consolidated “Lakefront Park” would offer an array of experiences and a grand new 
waterfront gathering place, including recreation, entertainment, major annual events, theatres, 
marinas, art galleries, restaurants and heritage sites that would serve locals and act as a major 
international tourism draw. Between buildings and stretching across Lake Shore Blvd., 
attractive landscapes would provide freely accessible park spaces that would extend like an 
emerald arm across the waterfront. 

Such a combined Lakefront Park would serve the needs of an expanding population for vibrant 
cultural, commercial and tourism activities. In the same spirit that other future-thinking cities, 
such as Sydney, Chicago and Barcelona, have treated their entire waterfronts, linked parks 
would create a seamlessly connected lakefront.  

Ontario Place and a series of public spaces along the southern edge of Exhibition Place, with an 
enhanced shoreline, would form a great unified park on the water. With their protected 
waterways and naturalized landscaped setting traversed by the Martin Goodman Trail, the 
Ontario Place islands would remain jewels on the waterfront. 

Exhibition Place could continue to accommodate the fairgrounds for the Canadian National 
Exhibition and other infrastructure improvements to accommodate conventions, sports, hotels, 
transit renewal, and restaurants — all within improved green spaces, plus new housing and 
mixed development at the north end linked to the new Ontario Line/GO intermodal station, 
which could help to pay for this transformation. 

The pregnant question, of course, is who is going to make and implement this publicly led 
combined master plan? It just so happens we have part of the answer in the form of Waterfront 
Toronto, one of the world’s preeminent agencies of its kind, with a great track record of 
partnership with government and public engagement and whose designated area of influence 
already encompasses both Ontario Place (where it created Trillium Park) and Exhibition Place. 

Great cities are known for their great parks and open spaces. Why would we ever squander the 
inherent value of an irreplaceable public asset of Ontario Place, when even from a purely 
financial standpoint an expansive and generous waterfront park network is a more powerful 
economic development strategy for the city and the province, not because it generates profit 
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on its own site, but because it contributes to the vitality and prosperity of the city and province 
as a whole. 

 
7. Harbourfront – Jeff Tates, CMO 
 

Renzo Piano – workshop 
The Ontario Court of Justice building at 10 Armory Square, just behind city hall is the second 
high-rise courthouse in the country, rising 17 storeys and containing a total of 63 courtrooms. It 
is designed by Renzo Piano Building Workshop (RPBW) and NORR Architects, and will 
amalgamate justice services from three different locations in the city. 
As the courthouse nears completion, a new exhibition on its architects offers a glimpse into the 
fascinating design process that led to the building that we see today. Presented by 
Harbourfront Centre in partnership with the Istituto Italiano di Cultura Toronto, Piece by Piece: 
Inside the Renzo Piano Building Workshop offers a look at the design processes of one the 
world's most renowned Pritzker Prize-winning architecture firms. 
 

245 Queens Quay Building 
The building is currently being utilized for programming for Nordic Bridges.  A plan for mixed 
use is being assessed alongside opportunities to attract a new Tenant. 
 

43rd International Festival of Authors  
From September 22 to October 2, the 43rd edition of the Toronto International Festival of 
Authors (TIFA) will host writers from over 30 countries on a newly expanded indoor and 
outdoor waterfront campus at Harbourfront Centre. After two years of presenting events 
virtually, the TIFA team will bring together a vast array of seasoned and debut authors and 
performers from diverse cultures and countries live and in person.  
 

PowerPlant – The Arctic / Amazon 
Arctic/Amazon: Networks of Global Indigeneity explores the ways in which Indigenous 
contemporary artists and collaborators take on issues of climate change, globalized Indigeneity, 
and contact zones in and about the Arctic and the Amazon during a time of crisis. The featured 
artists have their origins or are connected to these places, and their works embody a politics of 
resistance, resurgence, and ways of knowing and being in relation to the lands that are the 
source of their knowledge and creativity. 
 

Dance Season – torque 
Harbourfront Centre’s contemporary dance series, Torque, will resume in October 2022, 
showcasing perspectives on our shared history, the recent pandemic and the vital need to 
reconnect. Music plays a central role in the season — the vibrant relationship between sound 
and movement affecting us emotionally and aesthetically.   
This season will feature three world premieres, two double bills, live musical performances and 
expert masterclasses hosted by world famous choreographers. 

 
Lavazza Building 
Renovations for the interior are underway.  Harbourfront is looking for longer term tenant 
  

https://urbantoronto.ca/database/projects/ontario-court-justice-toronto
https://urbantoronto.ca/database/companies/renzo-piano-building-workshop
https://urbantoronto.ca/database/companies/norr-architects-engineers-limited
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Other 

• No skating rink this year 

• Amsterdan Bridge over Marina – active discussions are underway re funding. 

• Garbage behind Paws Way is being dealt with 
 

11. Carolyn Johnson - Treasurers Report 
The response to YQNA’s funding request was encouraging.  Carolyn thanked everyone for their 
support.  Based on recent donations of $2549.00, YQNA’s current revenue position is $2800.00. 
 
In closing the meeting, Angelo asked that people provide feedback on YQNA’s new website.  He 
also encouraged people to vote. 
 
 

Next Meeting November 15, 2022.   
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