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York Quay Neighbourhood Association

December 7, 2019
Delivered by E-mail to the attached list;

Regarding Extreme Water Levels of the Upper St. Lawrence River and Lake Ontario

The Greater Toronto Area (GTA) has experienced a disproportionate share of the burden from the
extreme water levels of 2017 and 2019, resulting in significant damages and extreme hardships for a
great many citizens. Current forecasts and projections are anticipating even higher water levels in the
Great Lakes for the upcoming 2020 spring runoff. An additional 1 foot or more is very likely, which
would result in catastrophic damages and extreme hardship for all inhabitants bordering the Great
Lakes and in particular the GTA.

We urge you to use your influence to engage the International Joint Commission (IJC) and its
International Lake Ontario-St. Lawrence River Board (ILOSLRB) to immediately lower lake levels in
the short window of time this is possible before winter and ice conditions set in.

Specifically, we request the following:

1. The IJC to use extraordinary measures to target an end of year Lake Ontario level of 244.4 feet
above sea level. This will facilitate 1.2 feet of additional water from all uncontrollable supply
sources and provide a buffer for unforeseen events.

2. The IJC to revisit the Plan 2014 in a transparent manner to review the authorization process and
specific control actions needed to prevent and mitigate future Lake Ontario and St. Lawrence
River levels from reaching the recent unacceptable extreme levels.

3. The US State Department and the Privy Council of Canada to provide legal authority for a full
time “Emergency Deviation” until the necessary improvements to Plan 2014 have been
implemented.

Failure to deal with the extremely high water levels of the Upper St. Lawrence River and Lake Ontario
will result in potentially irreversible damages and hardships to a great many citizens, putting extreme
demands on governments to repair and replace very valuable infrastructure and thereby diverting much
needed funding from already committed projects.

We implore you to take action immediately as this an extremely urgent matter and look forward to your
reply.

Sincerely,
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Carolyn Johnson Angelo Bertolas

Co-chair of YQNA Co-chair of YQNA
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Minster of Infrastructure & Communities Catherine McKenna Catherine.McKenna@parl.gc.ca
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Minister of Public Safety Bill Blair Bill.Blair@parl.gc.ca
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Councillor Gary Crawford gary.crawford@toronto.ca
Councillor Paul Ainslie paul.ainslie@toronto.ca
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